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Ae . NOTES. ss 
“Vor: tun mowacuus,” Linn. 
Es Great Brown Vulture. 

‘The finest ailears I ever killed was, I think, of this species, 
at at Shuayp een in Burmah. He was thickly covered with downy 
feathers, aud must: have hada :tremendous flight, for he seemed 

‘quite ¢ exhausted. He as ‘Probably 2 been blown from the north- 
ward by a storm. Be ge 
“ Nwornron: PRRONOPTERUS. Linn. or 
‘ W, hile Seaene yer Vulture. 

Once, while bear- slanting I beheld, a Rock-owl (Urrua Ben- 
galensis), which I had just pat up, knocked over into a prickly- 
pear bush by one of these foul birds, but, although the owl re- 
mained for many minutes lying on its back, and unable to move, 
no attempt at further molestation was made by its aggressor. 1 

could easily have got the owl had I been so inclined, for it lay 
within.a few feet of where I was posted. 

 ‘Fatco psrearinus. Gmelin. 

, Peregrine Falcon. 


: Thave often seen them pursue and kill ducks and teal, but 


'... mever snipc, as Jerdon mentions in his ‘ Birds of India’ Vol. 1, 


: ; Pp. 23. 


Qe 


“HLyrogRionoig cHICQUERA. Daud. | 
ha Red-headed Merlin. 


“They often hunt’ in couples, and in pursuit, one flies just above, 
“and the other behind the quarry, so that it has hardly a chance of 
“escape. Ihave soen them thus hawk at the small Kingfisher | 
(Alcedo Bengalensis) about the fastest bird that we know of ; 
“I have also.frequently known them to be puzzled by the extra- 
. ordinary evolutions of the Indian Jay or Roller (Coracias Indica), 
aa described by Jerdon ‘Birds of India’ Vol. ‘1. P.87. 


_Nisagrvs Bonstut. Temm. 
 1Crestless Hawk Eagle. 


1 have seen one “carry off a full-sized Pinctailed Duck. {Dafila 
ed with, the greatest ease, 


- Lawnaprys GRISTATELLUS, Temm. 
Cr otal Hawk- Bagle,, 


x ma ‘killed: several specimens, . both old and young, answering to. 
. Jerdon's description ofthis bird, whilst.in Burmah ;. and TI had. 
: ‘a splendid living example of the female for some time at Tonghoo. 
‘She used to come and kill my fowls, so I shot her, had her cured, 
» and shoe soon became very tame. She was fed on dead or wound- 
ed crows, and was, at last, poisoned by ‘astupid servant, who gave 
. her a’chicken that had died of discase.. I have: ‘often’ seen ne 
like her ‘chase, and once kill, jungle- fowl. aa 


oak 


Srmopnis, CHEETA. Daud. : . 

op tae» . Or satel Siepent, Regh. 

an ‘I can, fet sieogel gira, corroborate Mr. Blyth’ 8 state- 

‘ ment, quoted in Jerdon’s, ‘Birds of India’ Vol. .1..P 79, that 
~ this species clutches frogs out of shallow tanks, in, consequence of 
- which habit, its toes are very often covered with nud. 


er 


vane ERIE 1cnTHyatus. Horst. 
a ek ee, While tailed, Sea-Hagle, 
a think I have killed it on thre Chilka Lake. 


ft 


‘Hauiatus Funvivantsr. — Vieill. 
Ring-tailed Sea-~Hay 
- I have found it: breeding: on, the rocky islands in de ‘oii 
“Lake i in Orissa, 


© Hatorus, LBUCOGASTE. " Ginel. 

. @rey-backed Sca-Eagle. 

oN At Tonghoo, in Burmah, I ‘killed a female of this species— 
‘which measured more than five fect from wing to wing—after she 
:had, for an immense time, been struggling with and landing a 
fine Murrel about three feet in length. I saw part of the fight, 
‘but did not, at‘first, understand what it was. M kept one 
‘of these noble birds alive at Rangoon, in/1865, for several months. 


Ac Smith, 
Pale Harrier. 


This. bird is often taken: for a fox by. ‘griffins’, when out with 
greyhounds. -I have ‘seon: one chase a floriken (Sypheotides 
“Auritus) and have frequently known them pick up a quail. 


2 Ginces MELANOLEUCOS. “Gmelin 
Ege Pied Harrier. 


I. have nover seen it in India, but it is very common at Ton- 
i ughioo, | in’ upper. Burmah, especially during the dry weather. 


oo Harrastur Inpus. | Bodd. 
GS RS — " "" Maroon-backed Kite. 
1 siee known it carry ‘off young chickens ; and, any day in 
- Madras, it may be seen catching fish. chee up to it by pious 
Hlindoos. + ab. 
, Minvus Govinpa. yee, 
' Common Pariah Kile. 
“Tremember having secn one swoop down upon a dish in the 


“middle of a large dinner-party, seated outside a dawk bungalow, 
“gnd take off 2 chop in its claws. 


4. 
They swarm in Burmah duriog the dry svason, but leave at 
_ the first sign of the rains ; and about the surest evidence of 


the ‘close of the monsoon in ‘the teturn of these birds, and of the 
Hodpoes. ee cid i 


tad 


ae et te wo ay le TRAPS 2. De aye Ok 


Baza 1 LOPHOTES. Cuy. 
| - 3 | Crested Bluck Kite. 
Sa ave killed it in Goomsoor. . 
: -SrRNTUM SINENSE. Lath. 
ie Mottled Wood- Owl 


oe once ‘aitboeatad 4 in capturing a beautiful specimen of this bird 
3 calle when it was being tremendously bullied by a lot of crows,, 
and I keptit fora longtime, feeding it on Bloodsuckers (Calotes 
Versicolor). Ido not remember having heard its hoot. I sub- 
~ sequently possessed another splendid living example of this species, 
but my servants allowed it to escape, as they declared it would 
bring death ; and, strange to say, poor B died in the house 
a few months afterwards—a blow to missionary labour as far as 
they were concerned. 


‘ahh 


Urnnva Bencarensis. Franklin. 
Rock Horned Owl. 


T have often ridden these birds down, on a very ordinary horse, 
and taken them alive, or killed them with a stick. This feat may 
appear extraordinary to any one who has only observed them a- 

mong the rocky hills they generally frequent ; but most riding-men ~ 
will recollect having flushed them from ravines and old quarries, 
in the open ground, while looking for a fox or jackal. On these oc- 
casions, let the bird Le watched for his first flight of about half a 
mile to some similar resting-placo, then put up and followed, slow- 
ly at starting, but with ‘increased pace as he tires, for three or 
four flights more, when the poor wretch will become so confused 
aud exhausted, that he will fall an easy, prey to, hand or riding~ 
whip. 


om. 
Att the gaptor, however, beware of beak and talon, for buth are . 
freely, brought into play by the quarry, who, as he stands at bay 
with glaring cye, erect plumage, and extended wing, menacing his , 
‘assailant, i is an object startling to the nerves of any liorse not accus- 
tomed, as arc most Eastern hunters, to elese with wild animals. 


.. The chase is often shortened by crows, mynas, and other birds 
jpining in it, and combining to mob and confuse the owl. 


; NiNox SourrLLatus. Rafll. 
; ae Brown Hawk Ouvl. 

" Jenton, in his ‘ Birds of India,’ Vol. 1. P. 147, says that he 
has scen this bird, though nocturnal i in its habits, come forth be-_ 
fore daxk and seat itself on the top of a sinall tree, whence it 
would make an upward soar in ‘an oblique direction with a con- 
‘tinued ‘fappiig of its wings, and then descend with outspread 
wings to the same perch. I also have observed this custom : the . 
bird was, I think, feeding on white auts on the wing. If this 
species & settles on a house during the day, it is supposed by Mus- 
sulmen to foretell marriage, but if during the night, death. 

“2+ CAPRIMULGUS ALBoNOTATUS.  Tickell. 


Lurge Bengal Night-Jar. 


found in Burmah. 
Hanvacrus———? . 
——— Trogon. 


In some deep jungle. about five. miles from Rangoon, on the 


¥ 


22nd July 1865, J shot what I believe to Le an unknown spe-~ 
Sies of Trogon, of which T annex a description, viz :— 
«Length 214; inches ; wing from shoulder to point 64 inches ; 

tail very broad, 144 inches ; bill 14 inch; tarsus 1 inch. 

“: ead and nape dark ashy brown, deepening into dark rifle- 
green on back, scapulars-and upper tail-ccverts : wing, dark rifle- 
green with a brilliant metallic gloss; throzt ashy grey deepening 
into a dull black towards chest, belly, and lower tail-coverts ; bill 
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-- olive green, rather lighter at culmen, and towards:the tip ; irides 
bright crimson with a large patch of bare .skin of a beautiful 
“crimson or blood color surrounding each eye, and extending from ; 
the upper mandible to the ear-coverts. Legs pale ashy green deep- » 
ening into black at the feet; lower tail-coverts greenish black ; 
. the five longest feathers of the tail tipped with white. Nostril and 
base of bill partially concealed by bristles. Plumage very soft, 
skin very thin, and feathers coming out so readily that the noe 
men will be a difficult one to set up.* 

The above description was written by IH. A. Mangles Esq : 
of the Bengal Civil Service, Accountant General of British Bur- 
mah—who was with me when I shot the bird—and I can vouch | 
for its perfect accuracy, as we subsequently carefully compared it 
with the specimen. Two days afterwards I saw another trogon, but 
with a much shorter tail, upon the same tree, which I supposed 
was the fomale of the one I had killed. 


n 


. Merops vinipis. — Linn. 
Common Indian Bee- eater. 


I did not observe this bird at Bangalore until the Ist June: 
is it a monsoon visitant only? This species, as well as Merops 
Phillippensis and Merops quinticolor breed in Burmah in June, 
July and August—perhaps earlier. Jerdon says (‘ Birds of 
India’ Vol. 1. P. 205). “ It generally hunts, like the Hly-eatch- 
ers, from a fixed station which may be the top-branch of a high 
tree or shrub, or hedge, a bare pole, a stalk of grain or grass, 
some old building, very commonly the telegraph-wires, or even a 
mound of earth on the plain.” Under these circumstances, shot 
after shot may be fired at it from .a pellet-bow without disturb- 
ing it: the bird evidently mistakes the whirr of the pellet for the 
hum of some insect, and, as it passes him, he may be seen to turn 


*'The goneric characters were well marked in this individual, es- 
pecially the thin skin, soft plumage, broad tail, and the eae 
formed fect, with the inner toes turned backwards. ; 


e& 


his: cal xgely in: the: rection of the anid, anticipating a. 


Pe fe 


Conastas averse, ‘MeLelland:" 


Pat Be ; Burmese Roller. 

2 Jerdon remarks (.* Birds o of Tati! Vol. 1: P. 218) that this. 
‘species is decidadly. more wary and less familiar than Coracias 
Indica; and so it is,. wherever the Chinamen have a chance of 
‘getting them shot, to export their wings for fans ; but, in the mi- 
itary cantonment of Rangoon, they are the tamest:and'most fa- 
‘miliar: birds we have; and are ) constantly in the porch of my. 
verandah, 


Ah gp aPC pA 


‘ToprramPuus COLLARIB.:. Soop 

a tik ot igh White Collared Kingfisher. 

a At the Chinese Tee tt in Raugoon, I have seen, at fewest, 
‘several hundreds of the skins of this species being prepared for 
- exportation. It is said the Chinese pay as much as eight annas a 
. bird for them, and. the same for each skin of the Burmese Roller 

S (0. Afints), but I doubt it, 2 oes stass 
“Homarus srcornis. Linn, © 


: Great Hornbill. 
‘Fron March to May these birds are continually passing over 
“Tonghco in Burmah, in small parties of five or six together, on 
their way to and from the rice-ficlds west of the old fort. They 
‘feed on the ground more in the manner of crows than hornbills, 
“and may be shot by anyone who will wait for them morning and 
: evening. * They are common in Gcomsoor. 


_Lontovzos VveRNaLis. Spaarn. 


F 5 Indian Lortkeet. 
A hey + aro to be caught i in scores at Shuay gheen, and perhaps 


“#7 gaw these birds day after day in the hot season of 1858 lying 
_ aud fron: the feeding-ground alluded to, at Tonghoo. Ep. 


8° 
Rangoon, in Burmah, at the end of the cold season ; and I have © 
seen them eating, and, to all appearance, perfectly contented: . 
within a few minutes after they had been taken. The process of © 
securing them is very simple, and may be thus described :—a | 
small.cage containing a single bird is hoisted upon a tall bamboo, ° 
with two or three limed sticks set above it, and the captive calls 
the wild ones as they pass by. I have often seen ‘Burman boys, 
‘catch four or’ five i in almost as many minutes. 


‘oe 


_@ucinvs srrronaaus. Blyth. oe Meaty pe COI 
a ee Small Green, Woodpecker. -:i: - ' 
Found in Burmah. . 
Cunysorunmesca CHLOROLOPHUS. Vieill. . 
- OP Tesson Fellow Maped Wonder... i 
Found in Burmah. : 
7 Mereees pHalocers. Blyth. 
ee Bengal Fenfows Weodpcer. 


I ee killed it in Guoomsour. 


‘ 


Nacinect® 
eet 


Younx rorquita. Linn. » 3 pate g 
7 Common Wryneck. 

mf saw one in Madras in June 1863. - ? 
MuraanaIMa LINEATA.  Vieill. 

Himalayan Green: Barbet, 
Found in Burmah. oe ee gee an ¥A 
XantuoLaMA Inpica. Lath. 

Crimson-breasted Barbet. 


In April last (1867), I counted either twelve or thirteen to- 
gether in one tree in the compound of the Cubbon’ Hotel, at 
Bangalore. At that time they were calling in all directions, but, 
since then, I have rarely heard one. Query. Do they migrate, 


oO. 


are. they mute during the breeding season ? 
Jerdon says a pair bred in his garden at Saugoyr, in the cross-, 
e 1m of vinery, and I saw a similar case in Bellary.* 


QvcuLus canonus. Linn. . -- 


HBuropean Cuckoo. 


er have seen yn at. Goodum in the Golcondah Zemindary in. 
“April; at Saugor in June; and, I think, I once heard its note at 
‘Rangoon durirg the monsoon. At Russell-Condah,'where I fancy 
‘it breeds, it is very common and frequently enters the gardens 
‘close ‘to the houses. I have seen three, and, I think, four upon, 
‘one occasion, together on; we 2 wing, all calling, out. in great excite- 
‘ent | “ 

< Gunyeococayx Hopasonr, Moore. 

Limerald Cuckoo. 


(Comman. in the Karenee Hills north-east of Shuaygheen in. 
Buna. 


“ QuRysococcyx XANTHORHYNOHOS. Horsf. 

a One was: killed in August at: Rangoon by Colonel Tickell’s 
syce in his own stable: he -had:been trying in vain for years to 
get a specimen. eo 

) SENTA CASTANEOVENTRIS. Franklin. | 

Raat i i Chesnut-bellied Nuthatch. 


“F, ound in Burmah. 
-Dsnpropuia FRONTALIa. Horsf. 
. Velvet-fronied Blue Nuthatch. 
tA Burmese variety has black legs. 


: Upura NIGRIPENNIS. Gould.’ 
: Indian Hoopoe. 


Beka says i. Birds of India’ Vol. 1. P. 393 ) that this bird 


* is also obsery ved an instar ance of the same at Bangalore i in 1866. Ep. 
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is a permanent resident in Burmah ; and sits -may. be the case up, 
the lrrawaddi, where the monsoon is less violent than at Rangoon 
or Tonghoo; but, in those two places, the hoopoes, though a~ 
bounsiing in the dry season, are never to be seen during the rains. 
In fact the appearance of the first one in November is held by the — 
natives to be a certain sign that the wet weather has ceased. I | 
. must, however, acknowledge that I saw one at, Prome on the 16th, : 
of August. .. 


| nee riceps. Franklin 
| | Black-headed Shrife., 


Found: in, Burmah, ; ae ty 


_PERICROCOTUS PEREGRINUS. Linn. 
Small Minivet. 


Common in Rangoon. 


‘Dicrurus Mackocercus. — Vieillot. bgt gs wa AB 
- Common Drongo Shrtice. 


I saw one scttle upon the back of a Cattle Egret (Buphus. 
Coromandus) which was feeding upou the ground, and strike it 
violently on the head with its bill. He repeated the assault 
several times—the only reason for which that I could imagine 
was that the egret had probably swallowed some worm or large 
insect upon which the king-crow had set pas heart. 


rr! 


Cuzbia Horrentora, Linn. ” 
Hair-crested Drongo. 


Found in Burmah. 
TCHITREA PARADISL. Linn. 7 
I killed one of these birds in adult plumage at Goomsoor with 


the central tail-feathers eighteen inches in length. 


Cour porrense Hae 5 
Bl eas. ' Horsfeld’s Blue Redbreast. 
T have seer tt near F Eiyiersbad in the Deccan. 


Perrocossypuvs CYANEUS.. Linn. 
- Blue Rock Thrush. 
_ “This is the tamest and most confiding bird I have ever seen : 
it not only frequently enters the verandahs, but the inner rooms 
of houses, and is almost startling in its noiseless and wncanny 
familiarity. Whilst at Longhoo, in Burmah, I had, every season, 
One or: two, of, thom about my. residence, so fearless, that they 
might almost have been handled. . I saw one, in my verandah 
; Rangoon, } kill and swallow a large scorpion. 
Tupeius Wanna... Jerdon.: 
| pans Sey Ward's Pied Blackbird. 
1 belive th it * Oalendl Or of the Royal Engineers and I saw 
‘this bird i in Piter’s gardens at Madras. Many rare birds are to 
be found near tho Presidency city. They are less molested thero 
“than i in most jungles, and havo almost as much cover of one kind 
or another. 

Ayrsireres Nuuanerrinsis Jerdon. 

He Neilyherry Black Bulbul. 


Found also in Burmah. I sent a specimen to the Madras Mu- 


“seu. 
Orocomrsa Jocosa. Linn. 
Lied-whiskered Bulbul. 

This bird is said to do a great deal of mischief in gardens by 
Specking at uic tlowers of cucunbers, vegetable marrow, peas, etc., 
while the young fruit is forming: he is probably looking for an 
Bs insect at the time, and, if so, docs more good than cvil to the 
tganlener by saving half-a-dozen fruit for every one he destroys. 
I killed an albino of this species at 'longhooin Burmah. Skin 


+ 
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diseases appear to be common in that country among inen, ponies, 
dogs, elephants ° and oxen,” owing probably to the damp climate 
affecting the action of the pores ; and it’ would be interesting to 
know if -birds, also, are subject to similar complaints, from the 
same cause. . ‘Besides the instance I have adduced, I saw,’ while 
in Barmah, albino specimens of Passer montanus, Corvus splen- 
dens, and Hulabes intermedia.. :The last was a very handsome 
bird, and was, for a long time,*. and peehably still is to be seen 


in China Street, Rangoon. 
ORIOLUS KUNDOO. Sykes. a ea 
sb dE se her ‘Indian Oriole. 
fn ‘Bailey’s Dictionary’ Leriot (the French name of the 
oriule) is said to be ‘a bird that being looked upon by one that 
lias the yellow jaundice, cures the person and dies himself.” 


ORIOLUS TRAILLIE. Vigors. 

oe Muronne Oriole. 
Found in Burmah. I sent a specimen to the Madras Museum. 
Copsycuus SAULARIS. Linn. ae & 
Magpie Robin, (1 
Just al daylight in the morning, as well as towards evening, it 


may be heard singing from the top .of some treo or other: elevated 
point, as remarked by Jerdon. 


PratINcoLa Inpica. Blyth. 
Indian Bush-chat..' 


Pratincola rubicola of Vickcll. Very common in Burmah, and 
abundant near Rangoon. 

RuODOPNILA NELANOLUTCA. Jerdon. 
ar ee Black and white Bush-chat 
~ Thave found it at Tonghoo in Elephant grass. son | 


*, Throughout the whole of 1866. 


: i 
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CALLIOPE K \MTSCHATKENEIS. _ Gmelin. 


~ Common Huts Yy~ th roat. 


AOvakeuza’ Suxrcrca.” Linn 


Indian Blue-throat. 


got, it in the Decean. * mo 


Acnocurnats BRUNNESOENS.. ‘pe 
Large Reed-warbler. 


Purvinoscorr's AFFINIS. ‘Tickell. 
Tickell’s Tree-warbler. 


: Sy ‘ikos. 
Bluck-juced W —_ 


Mound in Buruah. GuiGee rT) Rangoon about the beginning 


‘of. November. Shey appear to get. together towards evening as 


_meutioned by Je irae: evening during the cold season scores 


: “th deer pasldock of the Fertid s Park at. Madras. _ 


Virasres anvorsus, Bechstein, . 
i Liuropean Tree-Pipit. 
Youd in Burmah. T sent aspecimen tothe Madras Museum. 


Cox 


rUS CULMINATUS. Sykes. 


indian Corby. 

Cad not find it st Waltair or Vizagapatain 3 and it is scarce 
at Rangeon—net coining often nearer to the station than Kem- 
gsuline. These chat [have seen at Bangalore appeared to be less 


_in sive than usue!, and the peculiar shape of the beak was appa- 
ally mete stronyly marked. 


1d 
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Genres, BPLENDUNS., Wielllot.. i 


Common Indian Crow.’ 


“Blliott tells me that this Wad 3 is ‘tat to be found 3 ies Wentern: 
Mysore,* but adds that it will probably soon come there, follow-. 
ing the progress of civilization, as a pair of them: lave been seen 


~, at a plantation on the skirts of the. neighbouring jungles. I could 


not find. it at Ootacamund in December and January, although’ 
the Carrion Crow (Corvus culminatus) is very common there. . 

It is interesting to watch these birds at Rangoon when a storm, 
is coming on. Up to the Jast moment they appear to be intent on 
foraging : then, just befure the storm bursts, the air is alive with 
thousands of them flying in all directions, but each one going di- 
rect as a bullet to his own tree or clump of bamboos. I have 
often timed my taking shelter from a shower coming on by watch- 
ing their movements. 

Common. and familiar as this bird is—living almost more tw 
our houses than near them—the act of cvition has never—so say 
the natives of Burmah and, I believe, of inany parts of India— 
been observe.! ; and, certainly, for more than twenty years, since 
I first heard the statement, I have carefully watched for an op- 
portunity of refuting it without. success. I fancy that, just at 
dawn, one morning, while riding past. a thick plaintain-garden, I 
saw a pair of crows in the act ; but, I am not certain of the mat- 
tor, and I have never met with any oue who could own to having 
seen even so much. [have not a copy of the book referred to, so 
what I quote is from memory, but, in the ‘ Laws of Menu,’ al 
origin of all Bhoocist and Hindon notions) it is set forth that ‘ 
good wile should be like a crow f..e. that she should not allow 
any conjugal endearments or familiarities before spectators.” 

The’ Burniese representatives of this species are much darker 
than these in India, ut; Lickel! reuiarks that such is the ‘caso 


potest. Bes deal Sealey py Bee 


* Adungerabar. 


4 re 


jf the Burnicse varietics..of many Dirds that ave found in both 


; atries 5 for instance, I can'think of the Burmese Paradise Fly- 
satcher, (7 chitrea afinis)’; the Burmese Roller (Coracias a/- 
finis) ; ithe ‘Burn-ese Pea-fowl (Pave muticus) ; and the Burmese 
variety of the Red Jungle Fowl (Gallus Herrugineus, or rather 
G. ‘Bankiva) which has the: ear-coverts red instead of white, as 
ja tho Indian bird, and perhaps others. 

“Wido awake as tho crow is during the day, he is, when he has 
ee gone to roust, a most stupid and difficult bird to rouse. I 
have aluwost pushed them one by one from their perches, in low 
Mees, very shortly after sunset. : 


Urocissa Sriznsis. Linn.” 


Soul Red-billed Blue Magpie. 

(TE have-a note that I found this beautiful bird near Rangoon ; 
it must, however, have been Urocissa Magnirostris, mentioned in 
Jenton i *Binls of India Vole. 2, 311. 


gx pRocirra 


RUFA. Scopoli, 


‘Common 2 Tudian Magpie. 


hayo se cen. it at Eels: and it is, common ,enough in Ran. 
RUBNOPASTOR CONTRA. “Tina: a) 

; - Pied Sturling. 

~ Both | in India and Rangoon [ have found it breeding in the 
“verandahs of houses. 


CkIDOTHERNS TRISTIS. 
*: Common Myna. 


ooThe Rangoon specimens of this bird struck me as beig darker 
than those of India. It is a very quarrelsome bird; three or four 
of them may often be seen clustered together into a living ball, 
agaulting each vther with great fury, and apparently most indis- 
* erauinately. Ai Rangoon, I saw two males fight until one was 
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80 exhausted, that I took him up in my hand. The other was in 
hardly better. plight, but flew off in company: with a female, who. 
“was doubtless, (as ‘is: often the case with man) the origin of tho 
- battle,: which she watelied throughout w ith great interest, SUE UL 
_ most amusing calmness. |: * : , 


ot 


_** ACRIDOTHERES GINGINIANUS. Tatham. © 

Ds f a ee : Bank-Myna. = 
Why not Ganga-maina from the river Gunga, where it breeds ? 
TEMENUCHUS ERYTHROPYGIA. Blyth. 

I think that I found this bird on the Andaman Islands. . 

' PLocrus Baya. Blyth. 

Common Weaver-bird. 


I lived in the house at Rangoon that Jerlon refers to in his 
account of this bird (‘ Birds of India’ Vol. 2. P. 345.) during 
the years of 1864, and 1865; but the bayas all left it, ‘as soon 
as the roof was tiled. I am, with Jerdon, inclined to doubt the 
generally accepted fact of the cock- bird constructing a nest, differ- 
ent to that of the female, for his own especial use ; but both kinds 
are often seen together in pairs, and, if the male does not have the 
house built for himself, he certainly occupies it. For.a long time I 
- fully believed that the cock-bird always inhabited a separate cham- 
ber, but now think that the unfinished are rejected, though why I 
have never been able to discover. Sometimes, perhaps, because the 
materials have been disturbed by their next neighbours; perhaps 
- because a crow, after his inquisitive fashion, has examined it, and 
~ go made the female dislike it. They nover employ old nests ; and 
the very first thing they do, on resuming their usual quarters fur 
the breeding season, is to pull down the dwellings of the previous 
year, although they are apparently in perfect order. ‘They. are 
incorrigible little thieves, and will steal the building materials 
from each other's unfinished nests in the most unscrupulous way. 

Jerdon’s account of their nidification, in the note already quo-_ 


‘17 
ited, i is ‘most. ‘excollent, and I can, aoe personal observation, taken 
‘through tho blinls of a Venetian shutter, within a few inches of 
:where their nests were suspended from. the thatch of a Rangoon 
‘bungalow, corroborate his statements. The artillery practice and 
“other feats, which he refers to, may bot (December 1867) be 
“seen any day in Madras. 

:The following extract from Dr. John Fryer’s account of Bom- 
“bain and India, regarding these interesting little birds, is worthy 
- of preservation. 

- “In the meanwhile Nature affords us a pleasant Spectacle for 
“this § Seascn, as well as Matter for Admiration ; whereby I know 
not why wo should deny Reason wholly to Animals : unless it be, 
"Man having so much, they seem comparatively to have none. For 
“here is a Bird (having its name from the Tree it chuses for its 
“Sanctuary, the T'oddy Treg) that is not only exquisitely curious 
ay the. artificial Composure of its Nest with Ilay, but furnished 
ith. Devices anc Stratagoms to secure itself and young ones from 
“its deadly Enemy tho Squirrel : as likewise from the Injury of the 
; Weather ; which being unable to oppose, it eludes with this Ar- 
“‘tifiee, Contrives the Nest like a Steeple-hive, with winding Mean- 
* ders ; 3 before which hangs a Penthouse for the Rain to pass, tying 
F “it. by so slender a Thread to the Bough of the Tree that the 
¢ ‘Squirrel dare not venture his Body, though his Mouth water at 
“the Eggs and Proy within, yet it is strong enough to bear the 
“hanging habitation of the Ingenious Contriver, free from all the 
/ Assaults ‘cf its Antagonist, and all the Accidents of Gusts and 
“Storms: Hundreds of these Pendulous Nests may be seen on these 
Geen 
>. Here is anothcr Tree called Brabb,* bodied like a Cocve, but 
“the Leaves grow round like a Peacock’s Tail set upright, of the 
“same substance with the Cocoe, only varying in figure; the Fruit 


: * Brabb is a scaman’s torm for the Palamyra Palm, whence de- 
“rived I know not. V. 
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of this is less than the Cocoe, and filled with Gelly ; the Wine 
_ from this is preferred new, before the other, there is a Tuft at top 
cut off and boil’d eats like Colliflowers : on which Tree these Birds 
build also.” 
Puoceus Benaauensis. Linn. 
Black-throated Weaver Bird. 
Abundant at Rangoon. 
Munra ruproniara. LHodgs. 
Chesnut-bellied Munia. 
~ ‘These birds are in hundreds at Tonghoo. 
Munia unvuvata. Lath. 
Spotted Muni. 


Somewhat rare; but, in Rangoon, it may not unfrequently be . 
seen feeding near, but not in company with, Passer Montanus. I’ 


have found tho nest in the thatch of a house, and i in a small tree 
close to my verandah, i in Rangoon. 


Muyra Manaparica. Linn. . 


Plain Brown Munia. 


' At Madras, some young birds were brought to me in n Novem 


ber 1866. 
PASSER CINNAMOMEUS. Gould. 


Cinnamon-headed Spar 701.1 


4 


Found in Durrett I sent a specimen to the Madras Museum. : 


Passer MONTANUS. Linn. 


Mountain Sparrow. 


Ono had its nest in a bison’s skull in Colonel Phayre’s veran- _ 


dah at Rangoon. Another pair would insist upon having their _ 


nest in one of my hats, which was left on a stand, off which se- 


veral other hats were constantly being taken, and they held to their — 
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‘objectionable site with such obstinacy, that T had to lock up the 
Article. 


-Evspiza Avreoua. Pallas. 


Brown-headed Bunting. 
The ‘ Yellow Sparrow’ is common at Shuayghcen in Burmah, 


and is called by the Burmans the ‘ Paddy Sparrow.’’ I sent a 
specimen to the Madras Museum. 


MELOPHUS MELANICTERUS. Gmelin. 
Crested Black Bunting. 


To be found in Burmah. I see that I sent a specimen from 
that cowatry to the Madras Museum. 


CALANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA. ‘Temm. 


Short-toed or Social Lark. 

_ Jerdon says (‘Birds of India’ Vol. 2. P. 427.) that he once 
bagged twelve Cozen of these birds after a discharge of both bar- 
sels of his gun, and that many wounded ones escaped. Does not 
lie mean two dozen? I got twenty-seven or twenty-nine—I for- 
get which—in a double shot at Nagode, in Ceutral India, but @ 
hundred and forty four appears to me to be an error. 

» ALAUDA GULQULA. Franklin. 

a Indian Sky-lark. 

_. It soars quite out of sight, and may be heard long before 1t 
comes low enough to be seen. Jerdon says (‘ Birds of Inia’ 

Vol. 2. P. 435) that comparatively few residents in India are a- 
waro that a sky-lark is common in almost every part of India, 
and when they go to a hill station, observe this bird, perhaps for 
the first time, with equal surprise and delight. ‘Lhis is very truc. 
T have known people rave about the larks on the hills, who were 
Bet aware that they may be heard every day in the plains, and 
even on the parade-ground on the Island at Madras. 


+ 
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OSMOTRERON BICINCTA. Jerdun. 
Orange-breasted G reen Pigeon. 
This bird swarms in Upper Pegu, Shuaygheen, and Tonghoo: 


it always appeared to me to be much more wary and diflicult to 
get at than Crocopus Chloriguster. 


CARPOPHAGA SYLYATICA. Tickell. 
Green Imperial Pigeon. 


I found a nest at Banedoniths in Goomsoor, and watched it 
until the young birds, two in number, left it: one or two (young 
ones) were afterwards brought in by shikarces, but we could not 
rear them. 


CuaLcopuars Inpicus. Jinn. 


Bronze-winged Dove. 


Comnion as it is, and beautiful withal, few birds are so litue 
sie even to good sportsmen. I saw cne close to Coonoor, 

886 feet above the Jevel of the sea; and I have found it more 
sandandls at Russelcondah than in any other place where I have 
been. 

Chalcophaps: Chrysochlora, a native of Australia, a specimen 
of which, from the Sydney Museum, is in the Madras collection, 
very much resembles this, but C. Zndicus is distinguished by a 
white forehead in the male, and a greyish white one in the female. 


~Pavo Crisrarus. Linn. : 
Common Peacock. 


‘ Jerdon expresses his belief that various nearly afiined ‘species 
will propogate, der se, and produce fertile ofispring—and I have 
seen a splendid specimen of a eross between the blue and green’ 
necked Peasfow] of India and Burmah, (Pavo Cristatus et mu- 
ticus of Linneus), which was pointed out io me by Blyth in the 


collection of a rich native in Caleutta. 
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GaLLOPERDix Spaviceus. .Gmielin. .° 
Red Spur-fowl. 


By have’ shot it about the foot of tho Tatianczeg Hills near 
Bellary. 


GALLOPERDIX LUNULOSUS. Valence. 
Re! Painted Spur Fowl. 


Wy de 


‘T have killed it near Kemedy, south of Goomsvor. 


‘Evroporus Epwarpsi. Gray. 
Indian Bustard. 


‘I have counted twelve together at Raidroog, near Bellary. 
“When raised,’” as Jerdon remarks (‘ Birds of India’ Vol. 2. 
-P, 610) “it generally takes a long flight, sometimes three or four 

wniles, with a stcady, continued flapping of its wings, at no great 
height above the ground; and, under these circumstances, it is 
often, by, young sportsmen, taken for a vulture, which bird, were 
it not fur the peculiar motion of the wings, during these flights, 
it Very much resembles. 
¥: LN laughable incident once occurred to me in connection with 
this bird, in the Bellary district. I had, with a long shot, broken 
the tip of one of the wings of an immense cock, which, however, 


although unable to rise from the ground, could, with his long legs, 
his unwounded wing, and nearly the whole power of the other, — 
inake such play over the cotton-ficlds, that I had to get on my 
horse to close with him; a very short gallop enabled me to do 
this, but when I got up, the bird, ruflling every feather like an 
“excited turkey-cock, and uttering his peculiar “ houk,” or grunt- 
ing ery, so alarmed the brute I rede (a country-bred, of moro 
-activity than courage) that L could not, for some moments, get 
“pear enough to knock the poor bustard over with the butt of my 
spear. The sight must have been a ludicrous one; and bird, 
horse, and rider, fit subjects for caricature. 


4 
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SypuwortbEes Aurrrus, * Lath.’ 
ate 2 Lesser Florikin. 
Why should the female florikin—a bustard to all intents“=be: 
_ Jarger,than. the male ? 
_» GRUS ANTIGONE.; Linn; 2: : 
Peek & he weeny phot "Saurus Crane.” 


It makes very good soup, ard a cutlet, from the breast of a: 
“young bird, is, by no means, to be despised. 


GALLINAGO NEMORICOLA. Hodgs. 


sae 


a ; _ Wood.or So vlitary, Snipe. 


tT Baw one - tie. was killed .at Rangoou. in 1865 ; and I have 
shot it at Russelleondah, i in Goomsoor. 


GALLINAGO STENURA.” ‘Temm. 
Pin-tailed Snipe. 


* The following iwc: from the pen of ““Synooth-Bore,” Madras, 


appeared i in The Lield of the 24th November 1866, and is well 
wor th preserving. The common and pin-tailed snipe are found 
in the same ficlds, cry in the same way, when flushed, and look 
the same when killed ; yet there is a’ great difference between them 
if you examine them closely. ‘The common snipe is white under 
the wing, with a few indistinct and irregular brown marks, and 
the feathers of the tail are soft. Then pin-tailed snipe has tho 
under “wing-coverts richly and regularly barred, and the lateral 
tail-feathers sharp, stiff and pointed.” a a 
SannTnase SCOLOPACINUS. Bon. _ 
. ~ QCummon Sees 


eel says (9 Birds of India’ Vol. 2. P. 675.) that sixty or 
ere brace of these birds is no very uncommon bag for a first- 
rate shot in some parts of the country. Ido not know many au-. 
thentic cases of more than thirty couple to one gun. Twenty-six 
and a half was the best bag T ever made, though I ought to have 


+ 
h* 


dlted ‘more, for I picked up a hundred and forty-one birds off the 
ganic bit of groun: in three afternoons, in three lots of fy fifty, 
und fifty-three respectively. 

‘At Russellconcah, I found the nest of a snipe with four full- 
fledged young in it, in the marsh between the cantonment and 
tho Nowgong g plain. Iam inclined to think that a few breed in 
the Fort ditch at Tonghoo, in Burmah. 


be GaLiINago oxtINULA. Linn. 


Jack Snipe. 
me I once, in Saugor, and once, in Kemedy, killed six couple of 
"Jacks out of my ordinary bag. I never heard of the bird being 
found i in Burmah : even 'Tickell had not met with it there. 
Ye RuyNcu@a BsengaLEensis. Linn.* 
; 


Bes 


Painted Snipe. 


Although, as verdon says, (‘ Birds of India’ Vol. 2. P. 678) 
‘the Painted Snipe flies heavily, and but a short distance, no bird 


£ 
Ee 
B, 


is so often missed. I believe that it breeds in Burmah. 


' -MacRoRUAMPUUS SEMIPALMATUS. Jerdon. 
Snipe-billed Godwit. 
Thave killed i: in January near Rangoon, feeding close to the 


:Whimbrel (Numenia pheopus) and the Stilt kat imantopus can= 
didus). 


5. Recurvimosrata AVOCETTA. Linn. 


Avoset. 


bj have found it near Gooty, in the Ceded Districts; and at 
Ethe Chilka Lake. 
} gRuRyZ0NA CANNINGI. Tytler. 

Banded Rail. 


: Lieutenant A. McGoun sent’ me a beautiful specimen from 


“® This species is now generally admitted to be identical with thas 
trom the Cape of Good Hope (I. Capensis) ; but the birds which 


ae 
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Port Blair, in the Andamans. I forwarded it to the Madras Mu- 
soum, but it was, I think, lost en voude, 


LuPropriLos ARGALA. Jinn. 
; Gigantic Storis 


I found some Adjutants breeding on large trees, on a rocky 
island, in the Chilka Lake, near Pelicans, and a couple of Sea- 
Eagles. 


MYCIrenta AUSTRALIS. Shaw. 
Biack-necked Stork. 


Very common in Burmah, but very difficult to get at.* 


ARDEA GOLIATH. ‘Temm. 
Giant Heron, 


Thave killed it on die Sitang Hive, new Kyat Zoo. 
‘Huropras aba. Linn. | 
Large Egret. 

This, and the smaller Huret (HI. Egrettvides), are to be found 
in thousands at Rangoon. 


ARDEOLA LEUCOPTERA. Bodd. 
_— Pond Heron or Paddy-bird. 
At Madras, in January 1867, I saw one of these birds cap- 
ture an inscct in the air, leaving his perch on a tree and return- 
ing, much as a bee-eater would do. 


ARDETTA CINNAMOMEA. Gmelin. 
Chestnut Bittern. 


Excellent eating. t . . a 


er — ene ee me ten ae ee: eee nmneneetl 


I saw in South Alri iva appeared to me to be larger, and certainly 
brighter in plumago, than any I have met with in either India or 
Burmah, . Ip. 

* Nour Kya Zoo, in Burmah, in 1859, I succeeded in getting 
within twenty yards of apair of thasc birds, but I had no gun with 
ine. Wp, : 

+ LT cancorroborate this statement from personal experience. Ep. 


‘ 
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*BoTAURUS ETELLARIS. Linn. 
Bittern. 


“have killed it near Saugur ;. and ong was said to have been 
‘obtained close io Bangalore in April 1867. 


Nyoricoras @Riseus. Linn.’ 
Night-Ilcron. 
“;Gommon in Madras, and in Rangoon, during the dry season, 
where, however, it is but little known to most men. I have often 
seen it on the wing during the day, but only in consequence, I 
think, of its roosting-place having been disturbed. 

TANTALUS LEUCOCEPHALUS. Ginelin. 
Pelican-Ibis. 


“Ihave found it breeding in the North Circars, near Chicacole, 
“y think, but 1 sorget the exact place. 


THRESKIORNIS MELANOCEPHALUS. Linn. 
? White Ibis. 
“For an amusing account of the habits of this bird, and the 


-yaluable discovery therefrom, vide old Bailey’s Dictionary, as 
‘also Fryer’s Zravels in the Eust. 


M@NICOPLURUS ROSEUS. © Pallas. 
Tlumingo. 


pate 
of They swim like swans, and are most diflicult of approach ; no 


‘bird that 1 know of is more so, They are very common in the 
Ceded Disiricts, near Bellary. I think I have seen them sleep- 
‘ing on the water. Jerdon, in his Catalogue, published in 1839, 
‘gays: “I think Swainson is perfectly justified in placing this bird 
amongst the ducks, from its external structure alone, and I see 
‘qhat its internal anatomy fully confirms this view. In_ fact, the 
“patives of India recognize its alliance with this family, by calling 


a9 


k * Heron Goose,’ or * King Goose. 
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ANSER CINEREUS. Meyer. 
Grey Goose. 


I have killed it in the Ceded Districts, near the foot of the 
Ramandroog Hills. 


Anser Inpicus. Gmelin. 
Barred-headed Goose. 


Common in the North Circars, and the Chilka Lake, especially 
during the cold season. It is said to be found in Mysore, but J 
have never come across it there. I think I have seen it in the 


Ceded Districts. 
N BITAPUS COROMANDELIANUS. Gmelin. 
White-bodied Goose-teal. 
T have seen a pair, on more occasions than one, fly off a tree, 
where they had a nest. 
DENDROCYGNA AWSUREE. Sykes. 
Whistling-teal. 
M found a nest with, I think, fourteen eggs in it, i some 
grass near Rangoon. 


CASARCA RUTILA. Pallas. 
: Tiuddy Shieldrake. 
It is the ‘ Henza’ of the Burmese pagoda, although the repre- 
sentation is gencrally much more like that of a cock. 
ANAS CARYOPHYLLACEA. Latham. ; 
Pink-headed. Duck. 


T have never seen it in Burmah. Jerdon says (* Birds of India’ 
Vol. 2. P. 801.) that it shows a decided preference for tanks and 
-jheels well-sheltered by overhanging bushes, or abounding in dense 
reeds ; and, in just such a tank, [ have shot it about twenty miles 
from Secunderabad. I forget the date, but it was after the rains 
had set in. 


OT 
Manca PENELOPE. Linn. 
7 We igeon. 
More common in Burmah than in India.: 


Branta RUFINA. Pallas. 
3 Red-crested Pochard. 


Thave shot. it in the Northern Circars; and it is to be seen, 
bus uot easily got at, in most of the large Tumparoos, or back- 
waters, from Chicacole to the Northward. 

sAvraya ruriva: Lion, 6 | 

Red-headed Pochard. 
LT have killed this species in the North Circars. 
Fourauta MaRILA, Linn. 
oe Pochard. 
I saw, but could not bag, several ducks of this description (or 


very like it) in January, on the marshes and salt lakes between 
Chicacole and Berhampore, in the Northern Circars. 


‘KROmocupnanve 1cntuyarus. Pallas. 
Great Black~headed Gull. 


*T shot one of these fine birds on the Chilka Lake, while it was 
trying to killa wounded Pin-tail (Dajila acuta), which I had just 
knocked over. 


bs PaLEcanus PHILIPPENSIS. Gmelin. 
o Grey Pelican. 


 Terdon says ( ‘ Birds of India’ Vol. 2. P. 860.) “I have visi- 
ted. one: Pelicanry in the Carnatic, where the Pelicans have (for 
ages I was.tuld) built their rude nests, on rather Jow trecs in the 
sidat of a village, and seemed to care little for the close proximity 
‘of human: beings.” I saw just such a Pelicanry in a village in 
‘the North Circars, between Chicacole and Berhampore. 


